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     April 23, 2023 †  Third Sunday of Easter   

       Parish Mission Statement 
 

We are the Church, alive with Christ, a diverse community root-
ed in faith, celebrating a liturgy of life. We are prayerfully re-

sponsive to the Spirit of the living Gospel, freely and fully  
ministering to all. 

MASS SCHEDULE 
Saturday - 4:30 PM   Sunday - 8:15 AM - 10 AM - 12 Noon   

 
 Weekdays & Saturdays - 9 AM 

 
Holy Day Eve - 7:00 PM    Holy Day - 9 AM - 7:00 PM 

                                          (Call Office to verify Mass  times) 
 

Church Office Hours: Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. 
 
RECONCILIATION:   Saturday 3:15--4PM  

8404 CASS AVENUE  
DARIEN, ILLINOIS  60561 

Parish Phone Number: 630-852-3303 
Religious Educa on Phone Number:  630-963-3053 

 PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Jeff Smialek, O.Carm., Pastor 

frjeff@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
Rev. Greg Houck, O.Carm., Parochial Vicar 

frgreg@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
Rev. Robert Carroll, O. Carm., Ph.D. 

Priest In residence 
Deacon Ed Ptacek 

littlebirdfarm@hotmail.com 
Deacon Guadalupe Villarreal 

dcnlupe@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
Sherry L. Rochford, Director, Children’s Faith 

Formation 
sherry.rochford@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Stephanie Rawls, Director, Youth Ministry 
stephanie.rawls@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Lori Prado, Youth Ministry 
lori.prado@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Cathy Lentz, Director, Adult Faith Formation 
catharine.lentz@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 

Susan Haa, Parish Receptionist, Bulletin Editor 
receptionist@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
John Hawkins, Business Manager 

john@jmhawkins.com 
Val Kazich, Admin Asst., Registrar, Religious 

Education 
val.kazich@ourladyofmtcarmel.org 
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 April 22 & 23, 2023 
     Today’s Gospel is the beautiful story of the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus.  As with all the classic stories in Sacred Scripture there 
are so many layers to this story. Those two people who were close 
disciples but not among the Apostles were on going to a town called 
Emmaus. On the surface this seems like an ordinary occasion. How-
ever, recall that Jesus commanded just previously that his disciples 
were to remain in Jerusalem. So, we have these two people disobey-
ing Jesus. They were doing the exact opposite of what they were in-
structed to do. Doesn’t that sound familiar, we all do the same some-

times. We have all disobeyed Jesus at times in life and done something opposite of what we knew to be 
right.  We can theorize as to why these two people did what they did. I tend to think they were scared and 
perhaps running away. They saw a few days earlier that happened to Jesus. I would guess that they were try-
ing to get out of town if they could. The incredible thing is that Jesus appeared, although unrecognizable to 
them, and went with them. That is a great act of love. Jesus knew that these two were running away and had 
disobeyed him. Jesus still came to them and went with them in the opposite direction. When we are heading 
in the wrong direction in life, Jesus is still traveling with us. He never leaves our side and through the worst 
of times Jesus is waiting for the right moment to step back into our lives and get us to turn around. These 
two people did encounter Christ in the breaking of the bread, and they got up and went back to Jerusalem, 
back to where they were supposed to be all along. When we or a loved one are going down a bad path of 
life, know that Christ is going along for the ride and will always be there, waiting for the right moment to 
get us to turn around.  How great is the love of God!! 
      The disciples recognized Christ in the breaking of the bread. This underscores the centrality of the Eu-
charist in our lives. We are celebrating a three-year period of Eucharistic Revival in our country. This year 
the focus is on the parish level. We will have several events in the coming months to educate ourselves on 
the great mystery of our faith, the true presence of Christ in the Eucharist. 
      I also want to update the parish on the status of the Bishop’s appeal, the Catholic Ministries Annual Ap-
peal. We made the initial appeal request in February and the generosity of the community was outstanding. 
Our parish goal was to raise $82, 800. We have so far pledged $98, 190 and have already collected $79, 709. 
We should easily meet and exceed the goal due to your generous support. However, in 2022 we raised $146, 
200. That makes us currently $50,000 down from last year. A parish is refunded 50% of all funds over the 
goal. Last year, our parish was given over $30, 000 back, which was a tremendous help. If your finances 
permit, let’s try to help our Diocese and our parish as best we can.  

   Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Pray to us. 

Fr. Jeff  

TODAY’s READINGS 
 
First Reading — God has raised the crucified Jesus, 
who now pours forth the Holy Spirit upon us  
(Acts 2:14, 22-33). 
Psalm — Our God shows us the way to live (Psalm 
16). 
Second Reading — Our faith and hope are in God 
who raised Jesus from the dead (1 Peter 1:17-21). 
Gospel — Through his words and in the breaking of 
the bread, the risen Christ made himself known to 
two disciples on their way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-
35). 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-
 30; Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: 1 Pt 5:5b-14; Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17;  
 Mk 16:15-20 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a; Jn 6:35
 -40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20;  
 Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17; Jn 6:60-69  
Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 23:1-6;  
 1 Pt 2:20b-25; Jn 10:1-10 



 

Page Three                                                                                                                                                    April 23, 2023  

Cathy’s Corner—Bringing the Verdict to Light 
There was absolutely no question that the ultimate authority on religious doctrine for the Jewish people, the Sanhedrin, 
had judged the disciples of the crucified Jesus the Nazorean as inauthentic prophets. Two of their leaders, Peter and John, 
had been brought before that esteemed body of elders, priests and scribes and the verdict was that teaching in the name of 
Jesus was antithetical to the Jewish faith. Case closed. None of these scholars of the law needed to pay them one more scant 
bit of attention. They could disregard reports of their miracles as utter nonsense. For sure the apostles were causing harm 
to no one, and, in fact, curing many.  
 
Except, along the way, great numbers of women and men were becoming believers in the Lord, and thus non-believers in 
the primacy of the Sanhedrin. Which is precisely why the high priest and his companions rose up against the apostles. 
They were awash with jealousy. Their prominence and prestige were dissolving right before their very eyes. The light of 
the apostles’ works was all around them but they preferred the darkness of their desire to control and to dominate, to be 
admired and celebrated. Hence they laid hands on the apostles and thrust them into the shadows of the public jail. A minor 
and temporary inconvenience for ones who live the truth, because as Jesus told Nicodemus, those are ones who will always 
come to the light.  
 
That is exactly where the angel led the apostles, to the early morning light of the temple where they stayed. And they 
taught. They did not hide in fear of future punishment. Indeed, they had no fear at all. They knew their works could clear-
ly be seen by the world as done in God. As done in the light. And even more people then heard how God so loved the world 
that God gave God’s only-begotten Son so all might have eternal life. Not to condemn the world to the dark but to save the 
world with the light. Still, those like the high priest and his companions condemned themselves by preferring the darkness 
of self-interest to the light of God’s merciful love.  
 
We, too, condemn only ourselves with our jealousy and our pettiness, with our greediness and our contempt, with all the 
unkind things we say and we do that we shroud from the gaze of others. Our choice to clench with iron fists our own pres-
tige and preeminence plunges us into a darkness so inky we are blind to the distress of people standing right next to us. But 
the light is right next to us as well, waiting to be revealed by the truth that a life lived for others is a life lived in God. May 
it be our ultimate verdict that we prefer always the light, sent by our God to bring to us eternal life.  
Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 3:16-21 
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St. Vincent DePaul Clothing Drive 
April 22 and 23, 2023 

In upper church lot 
Before and after Masses 

Young at Heart is a group 
for men and women age 
55+ which meets once a 
month for fellowship. 
Join us for our 
May Gathering 
 
May 4th at 
10:00 a.m. in the  
Upper Deck 
   
 
For more information 
contact: Barbara Jo Miller 
(630) 985-1043 
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 RE News… 
RE Packets for 2023-2024 are available now. Please 

check with the RE office for your packet.  Please note, 
we will not be going back to the old format. Re Ses-

sions will be: 
Sunday 9:00-10:00 or 11:00-12:00 
Monday 5:00-6:00 or 7:00-8:00 

Join us Monday, May 1 for our closing RE celebration 
at 7:00 PM! 

We will have certificates for perfect attendance and 
hospitality after Mass to celebrate the year. 

Upcoming	Dates	
	

SAVE THE DATE! 
Our Vacation Bible School will happen on the week of 
July 10-14 from 12:00-3:00 PM each day, with a cele-
bration and Ice Cream Social on Friday, July 14 at 3:00. 
The theme this year is STELLAR: an outer space odyssey 
where we learn how to Shine Jesus’ Light.  
We are still looking for helpers and leaders for stations 
and small groups. We would like to keep each group to  
6 young participants, with 1-2 Jr. Leaders (Grades 5-7), 
and one Adult Leader, or 2 High School Leaders.  We 
also need station leaders.  
 

FAITH PATHWAYS for Adults  
with Special Needs 

 

Questions of the Week: 
Theme: When we share meals, Christ sits among 
us. 
 
Question for Children: What is your favorite time 
to share a meal with your family? 
Question for Youth: The disciples recognized Je-
sus in the breaking of bread. How have you ex-
perienced Jesus at Mass, in the breaking of the 
Eucharistic bread? How have you experienced 
Jesus at meals and with friends and family? 
Question for Adults: Share about great meals 
you’ve been part of, ones which are still memo-
rable to you. 
 

First Communion Updates 
We will have just one Mass at 11:00 AM for First 
Communion on Saturday, May 20.  Practices 
begin May 1st at 6:30-All readers should be pre-
sent as you will receive your reading for the Cele-
bration. 
 
The main practice will be held on Thursday, May 
18 at 6:30 for readers, Gift Bearers, and Banner 
Carriers, with a PRACTICE FOR EVERYONE AT 
7:00 PM.  
 
Sign up now for your pictures with  
Soriano Photography! She will be taking portraits 
on the day of First Communion, as well as cap-
turing your child’s reception of the Eucharist with 
Fr. Jeff. She will also provide a link for the video.  
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Mary Anne Trochim     James Curley 
Julie Ann Lacey Barb Schunk 
John Guzior                  Frank Jasek 
Jeanette Seebock      Nancy Kososki  
Gentle Cabrera  Bridget Gallmeier Raineri 
Nancy Jisisju           Kevin & Jenne Gallmeier 
Bill Haran  Susan Nugent  
Evelyn Swartz  Abby Grace McCarver 
Jean & Mark Boyd      Allen Raineri    
Jamie Carpenter            Diana Clohecy          
Loren Davis  Kim Hoover  
 
   

            
   
  ENS Allison Early, NAVY 
 CPO Michael Early, USMC 
          Elliot Broccardo, USMC                                      

Sgt. Ryan Thomas Lavine, Army Lindsey Johnson  
SPC Jonathan Poynton                Diahann Bavan 
Joe Barker         Ronan Randy S. BA.SAT-U.S.Navy                 
Sgt. J. Bartlett Pvt.    Derek McCarthy 
Cpl. Joseph Belgis, USMC  Joe Michalski 
Wayne R. Zefeldt, Army                 Steve Baker, Lt  
S. Sgt. Michael Mullahy  Luke Fluder           
Ryan Pertile, Army   Pfc Drew Hillebold, Army 
Major Thomas Bessler  Vincent Napoli, USMC 
Mike Noonan   Nikolas Horskey, Army 
Adam Kowalski, Army  Lt. Col Jason O’Neil, USMC 
Capt. James Lucas US Army  Capt. Tim Wilson 
Sgt. Greg Burnett   Rachael  Smith 
Sgt. Meghan Callham, USMC  Kevin Pope 
Ron Caruso Jr.   Dave Rawlings 
Specialist Drew Stocks  LCpl Daniel Holakovsky, USMC 
Christine Christensen, USAF  Tom Reiter 
Lt. Joseph A Vacek, USMC         Nathaniel Rozgo 
Colin Cusack   Robert DeMatio  
Michael Sklodowski, Army  Frank Andrew McKenna, Navy 
Nick Radziwon, US Navy                       Captain Jackson Panice 
Gwen Zemaitis Baker  Ryan Snyder                 
James Lucas US Army  Capt. James Lienau 
Capt. Melissa Sprague  Sgt. Kevin Gallmeier Jr. 
Capt. Mark Sprague  Pat Gill Petty Officer 
Zach Wallace   Brian Sheenhan, Army  
James Chipman   Joseph Higgins 
Keith Thomas   Gary Hogan  
L.C. David Treadwell  Kevin Hornett 
Timothy Vaughn, USAF  Dan Eugene Bavan 
Zachary Bell   Dan Welters 
Christopher Johnson USCG  Alex Erkiens 
Sgt. Eric Kuchta, Army            Capt. Michael K. Desmond, Jr., USMC      
Pvt  Dylan R. Hagan                   1st Lt. Mark Marten, US Army        
Danielle Monahan SrA  Ted Cook  
  
   

 Mass Intentions for the Week 
Saturday, April 22, 2023 
4:30PM Maura Walsh (Sister)                                                      
Sunday,  April 23, 2023  
8:15AM  Margaret Rocco (Nick Rocco) 
Anthony, Rose & Anthony Jr. Piazzisi (Nick Rocco) 
Nancy Wozniak-1st anniv (Family) 
10:00AM Andrea Abbate-41st anniv (Family) 
Rosa Abbate-20th anniv (Family) 
Josephine Abraham-29th anniv (Family) 
NOON Joseph Anello (Nancy Cahill)    
Karen Glenn (Nancy Cahill & Family)                                   
Monday,  April 24, 2023 
9:00AM Margaret Curry (Pat Monahan)     
Christopher Lyons (Family)                                                          
Tuesday,  April 25, 2023 
9:00AM Walter & Helen Ganiec (Family) 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023 
9:00AM Parishioners of OLMC 
Thursday, April 27, 2023 
9:00AM John & Ann Walsh (Poshepny Family) 
Friday,  April 28, 2023 
9:00AM  Parishioners of OLMC  
Saturday, April 29, 2023 
9:00AM Judy Wilson (Sheri) 
Phillip Carioto (Daughter) 

Rosary Group 
Every Wednesday 

7PM 
In the Chapel 

On June 11, 2023, Fr. Ed Ward will be 
celebrating his 50th anniversary of or-
dination to the priesthood at the noon 

Mass.  Come one; come all.  
A reception will follow! 


